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Wake up to UND
sean Cleary
The Dakota Student
Members of the Greater Grand
Forks community gathered Tuesday morning at “Wake Up to
UND” to listen to President Mark
Kennedy speak about his plans for
the university.
The event, which was sponsored by the Chamber of Grand
Forks and East Grand Forks, was
at record capacity. After a performance by the UND Varsity Gentleman, Kennedy took the stage to
discuss his vision for UND and its
role in the state.
Kennedy spoke on his desire to
build UND into a flagship university in the state, mentioning key
metrics the university is tracking
in regards to teaching, research and
service.
“As a liberal arts institution we
want to make sure they the kind of
liberal arts base that allows them
to just be prepared for their first
job but a life time of jobs,” Kennedy said, “Because with technology changing things as much as it
is, we know that most of our things
won’t just be on one career path,
but many.”
In addition to teaching, Kennedy touched on improving the
research capacities of UND. Doctoral research universities in the
United States are classified as R1,
R2 or R3 universities in the Carnegie Classification of Institutions
of Higher Education depending on
their level of research activity, with
R1 being the highest distinction.
“There are 115 R1 universities in the country; I for one think
North Dakota should have one
those,” Kennedy said. Currently
both UND and NDSU are classified as R2 research universites.
Kennedy spoke of the benefits
that come with developing UND
as a research university, including
the movement of companies nearby
who will be able to hire graduates
and promote regional economic
development. He cited General
Atomics Aeronautical Systems and
Northrop Grumman as examples
of companies that came to Grand
Forks because of the work UND
has done to make itself a leader in
UAS technology.
Throughout the speech, Kennedy spoke about the importance
of collaberrative decision making
and how it will change the future
of the region.
“The whole goal of this process
is to get all of these diverse ideas
to get the whole town together towards a common vision towards
the future,” Kennedy said. “That’s
truly where we as One UND make
the most impact and create the
most opportunity.”
Branding
With the oftentimes heated
process of selecting the new Fighting Hawks nickname and logo last
year, Kennedy stressed that it was
important the university work to
establish its brand as it continues
to move forward. He said UND
would transition away from the interlocking “ND” logo to the Fighting Hawks logo as the year goes on.
Kennedy acknowledged that
the University must work to address the deferred maintenance
around campus. This cost approximately over $500 M over the next
ten years, and with oil prices down,
the state’s and subsequently the
university’s budget could potentially continue to tighten over the
coming years. While the university
has brand new medical and law
schools, many buildings around
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Anti-social media
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Multicultural students call for UND
administration to invoke change
Matt eidson
The Dakota Student

A photo taken from a
Snapchat story has been
making waves at the University of North Dakota.
Late Tuesday night,
Sept. 20, a screenshot photo from a Snapchat story
of a UND student was
posted online. The photo
was quickly shared and
brought to the attention of
UND administrators.
The photo features
three students, one of
which is wearing UND
apparel, smiling inside of
what appears to be a dorm
room with text reading,
“Locked the black b****
out” directly below them.
The University of North
Dakota Police Department
released this statement:
“On Tuesday September 20, 2016, at approximately 10:45 p.m., officers from the University of
North Dakota Police Department were dispatched
to a report of a harassment
complaint.

Based on information
obtained during the interview of the complainant, officers forwarded the
complaint to the Office of
Student Rights and Responsibilities for the initiation of an administrative
investigation to coincide
with the inquiry conducted by the University Police
Department.
If anyone has additional
information regarding this
incident, they are asked to
contact Sgt. Danny Weigel
at University of North Dakota Police Department
(701)-777-3491.”
Student reaction
Newzaira Khan, Jasmyne White,
Ishino
Shukri, Ifrah Esse, Warren
Sai, Tony Afanya and Olivia Akinpeke are all students studying at UND.
Escaping to the Multicultural Center, a place
they say is their only safe
haven on campus; the students can spend time together, study and discuss

the issues they deal with
everyday.
Seated around a table,
the students discuss their
distaste with the photo
currently making the
rounds on the Internet.
The students say that this
incident is not an isolated
one — it’s simply being reported.
“That type of behavior,
it’s just not documented,”
Esse says. “It’s nothing that
we haven’t experienced.”
Calling for action, the
group says the issue needs
to be addressed at the administrative level. The students suggest the creation
of a group designated to
deal with acts of discrimination against other students. They say that if there
were a source for those discriminated against to use,
they wouldn’t feel like they
had no one to go to in similar circumstances.
“We feel like that
doesn’t exist at the university,” Esse said. “When
these things do come up,
we don’t have anyone to go
to that takes our concerns
seriously and then does

something about it.”
Believing people have
a tendency to discuss racism in too cavalier a manner, the group believes this
incident might serve as a
catalyst for awareness.
“This incident proves
that it is real,” Esse says.
“This is something real
that’s happening, and people should take it very seriously. A campus setting is a
setting you’re supposed to
feel like who you are and
what you are is welcomed
and accepted, and the way
to do that is you have to
respect people.”
Despite their disapproval of the photo, the
students are glad that this
incident can bring light to
the issue and get people
talking.
“We don’t want for this
to do die down and for
things to go back to how
they were, and for this incident to just be dismissed,”
Esse says. “I think the majority of the students felt
like we really didn’t have
anyone to go...
social: page
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Arbor Park consideration
Matt eidson
The Dakota Student

Arbor Park is under consideration for development.
The fate of the park will be
decided on Oct. 3, when Grand
Forks City Council will meet to
make its final decision.
Meredith Richards, Deputy
Director of Community Develop-

ment for Grand Forks, explains
that of the three parks located
within the region, Arbor Park is
the ideal area for development.
“Arbor Park (has) the biggest
square footage,” Richards said.
“It does not have any adjoining
buildings with egress into it and
it does not have upper story windows that are a concern, as there
are with some of the other lots.”

City Council authorized a request for proposals (RFP) in May
2016. The intention of the RFP
was to allow interested parties to
submit development proposals for
Arbor Park, located on 15 South
4th Street.
After reviewing three proposals submitted before the July 25
deadline, the RFP committee selected the highest scoring propos-
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al, which will be brought before
City Council for further consideration.
The winning proposal, selected by the RFP committee, was
submitted by Dakota Commercial, JLG Construction and Community Contractors.
Comments posted on grand-
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to when these things came
up.”
The group says that whether
the students in the photo were
joking when they posted the
photo to Snapchat or not doesn’t
matter. They assert that if a joke
is offensive to a particular group
of people, it ceases to be funny.
Calling the photo “blatantly
racist” and “rude,” the group be-

lieves that such a serious topic is
not one to joke about.
“Keep your jokes and negative opinions to yourself because
this is a campus that we all
share,” Esse said.
The students say similar
incidents happen all the time.
They believe this incident
should bring the discrimination
they deal with on a regular basis
to light.
The group is also troubled
by the fact the students featured

in the photo felt comfortable
enough to do what they did in
the first place. This fact makes
the students wonder what incidents are happening on campus
and simply not being reported.
The general consensus
amongst the group is that UND
is unwelcoming, as well as unsafe. The students feel like more
could be done to make multicultural students feel safer at UND.
“Lets have our words and
our actions match,” Esse says. “If

Arbor: page
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forksgov.com stated their
project “will integrate commercial space with downtown housing and a community park space utilizing
many of the existing art
pieces currently on site, as
well as make room for new
art to be commissioned.”
Their proposal calls for a
6-story mixed-use structure
with lower level commercial
space and upper level owner
occupied condominiums.
It also maintains a public
pedestrian walkway, allowing for continued access between 4th Street and nearby
parks.
Should the proposal be
selected by the city council,
the city staff will begin negotiating with the Dakota
Commercial team to form a
more specific development
agreement.
Andy Conlon, community development specialist
for Grand Forks, has stated
that while the proposal has

wake up: page

2

campus are no longer being
utilized to their fullest extent and will require replacement or major renovation.
Using Stanford and Harvard as examples, he spoke
about how working on the
distinct architectural style
of the university will give it
it’s own unique identity. He
mentioned some of the oncampus housing will need
to be improved as the university works to boost that
image.
“The 1950’s called, they
want their housing back,”
Kennedy joked about some
of the older housing units
on campus.
Athletics
During his speech, Kennedy addressed the ongoing
process of reforming the

Matt Eidson is the news editor
for The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
stewart.eidson@und.edu
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Students at the Multicultural Center.

Arbor Park.

you really want this university to
be a diverse university, and you
want students of color to come
here and flourish, create a system
that that’s possible, and anyone
who threatens that, enforce what
your overall message is and what
your overall goal is, which is to
make everyone welcome.”

been selected to go before
the City Council, the process is far from over.
“No contract has been
officially developed,” Conlon said. “This whole process, basically, was just to
sort through the proposals
we received with the idea
that should city council
chose to move forward with
the proposal, … that would
authorize staff to go forward and pursue a development agreement.”
The call for the development of Arbor Park
came after the Downtown
Development group of the
Mayor’s Vibrancy Initiative identified the need for
greater density and housing options within Grand
Forks.
Available
downtown
space has become increasingly limited and in demand. The Downtown Development group identified
Arbor Park as “the most
buildable City-owned lot
near the downtown core.”
The city also owns two

smaller lots nearby, which
have been identified as “unbuildable.”
Of the two proposals
not chosen, the first received was submitted by
Mary Weaver and Adam
Kemp, who, in comments
posted on grandforksgov.
com, asked “the commit-

athletics budget. During
budget cuts stemming from
reduced state appropriations
last year, there were some
contentious reactions to the
university’s decision to cut
the men’s golf and baseball
teams, although golf has
since been reinstated.
“I’m confident that with
the right amount of focus
on the teams we can support
on the championship level,
we can have championship
teams,” Kennedy said.
Kennedy noted that 11
of UND’s athletic teams do
not utilize the maximum
amount of scholarships allowed, putting them on a
competitive
disadvantage
against teams that have rosters with more scholarship
athletes. Additionally, UND
has more athletic teams than
universities of similar size
and budget, stretching dollars to more athletes, facili-

ties and staff.
A committee comprised
of various stakeholders from
the university will make a
recommendation about the
athletics budget to Kennedy
by November 1.

tee, the Grand Forks City
Council, and others concerned, to allow the park to
continue its existence as a
park at its present site.”
Despite his proposal
not being selected by the
committee, Kemp remains
adamant that Arbor Park
should remain as is.
“The park as a whole is
a work of art that blurs the
boundaries between organic
horticulture elements and
sculptural entities,” Kemp
says. “They have no budget to move and reinstall
works.”
Richards explains that
should the development
move forward, the artwork
currently residing on the
property would either stay
on the lot or be moved to a
new location.
“While we will lose a
park, we will gain a very
nice structure,” Richards
explained, “and the developer seems very amendable to continuing to allow
a portion of the lot to be
available as public access

Screenshot curtosey of Etonde
Maloke’s Facebook Page

and art in open space anyway.”
Kemp, on the other
hand, is not so confident.
“The city and the developers have gotten good
press we have not,” Kemp
says. “The park is unique
and should be expanded.
JLG, Community Contractors and Dakota Commercial have built a lot in this
town and state, and they
have not used a lot of public art.”
Addressing any concern
the public may have with
the development of Arbor
Park, Richards says the proposals are online at grandforksgov.com.
“I would encourage people to look at the proposal
that’s been recommended to
pursue,” Richards said. “Because it does appear to me
to be a very strong proposal
in terms of the development piece as well as doing
a good job of addressing the
concerns about retaining
some public open space and
providing places to relocate

the existing art.”
The final proposal submitted before the deadline
was from ICON Architecture, whose comments also
posted on grandforksgov.
com, read, “Icon’s approach
to this area is to the existing
Arbor Park with some new
improvements along and
ABOVE in the alley, termed
‘Arbor Hi-Line Park.’”
Matt Eidson is the news editor
for The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
stewart.eidson@und.edu

Weather
Report

Friday
69 / 57
Mostly Cloudy

Saturday
75 / 52
Thunderstorms

Arbor Park.

Listening
As part of his efforts to
listen to the concerns of
the student body, Kennedy
said he has been frequenting the Wilkerson Dining
Hall and attending UND
sporting events, including
the football team’s recent
hard fought victory over the
University of South Dakota
in the Potato Bowl this past
weekend.
“Every student I talked
to about it told me they
stayed until the end,” Kennedy said about the game,
which had a closely contested fourth quarter.
Kennedy and his wife

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student

Debbie, who took their children on trips to North Dakota in the past and both
have family ties to the state,
have been traveling in order
to get feedback from alumni
and other community leaders about the future of the
university. Last week was
spent in smaller towns in
eastern North Dakota, and

Sunday
63 / 48
Cloudy

they will be on the road in
the western part of the state
through the end of the week.

Sean Cleary is a copy editor
for The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
sean.d.cleary@und.edu

Monday
61 / 46
Mostly Cloudy
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opinion

California State University LA’s new community
controversy explodes over integration vs segregation
Liz Kacher

the dakota student

Over 50 years ago, the
civil rights movement made
monumental strides to try
resolve the inequalities that
existed between races. However, there’s still a lot of
work to be done to achieve
the dream Martin Luther
King Jr. had in 1963.
Fast forward to current
day and race relations remain one of the most contentious social issues. Does
it really make more sense to
create racially themed communities instead of encouraging integration?
California State University Los Angeles just implemented a new housing option that’s gaining a lot of
media attention recently.
It’s called the Halisi Scholars Black Living-Learning
Community.
The new housing community is meant to bring together those students interested in issues surrounding
the black community. At the
current time, 24 students are
living in the dorm space and
they have a long wait list.
CSLUA’s Housing Services website describes the
community as follows:
“The Halisi Scholars
Black Living-Learning Community is designed to enhance the residential experience by offering students the
opportunity to connect with
faculty and peers, and engage in programs that focus
on academic success, cultural awareness and civic engagement. This community
of students is interested in
Pan-African history, culture
and current affairs.”
While most news outlets
understood the community
as being racially segregated,
Cal State LA officials insisted that it’s not the case.
Segregation is still illegal,
the last time I checked.

Lucy Nicholson/Reuters

Jason Falconer, the man who stopped the rampage.

“This community is
open to all students,” Cal
State LA spokesman Robert
Lopez reported to the Los
Angeles Times.
“This
living-learning
community focuses on academic excellence and learn-

has perpetuated that these
communities go against the
idea of racial integration and
it’s damaging to the student
body as a whole. Everyone
deserves to have a place
where they feel respected
and at home.

ars community. He spoke
with CBS Los Angeles about
his experience in the community.
“You can go and be yourself and not have to worry
about explaining how you’re
doing because of your skin

the larger population at the
university.
Racially themed housing gives minority students
a chance to embrace their
cultural identity. Allowing
the community to be open
to all students gives students

“The most important thing to remember about racially themed housing is
that it does not exclude other races, nor does it have the intention of excluding its community members from the larger population at the university.”
Liz Kacher
The Dakota Student
ing experiences that are
inclusive and non-discriminatory.”
From an outside perspective, it’s easy to make the assumption that the racially
themed housing is a form
of segregation. The media

From the perspective of a
student, the racially themed
housing can promote a sense
of belonging with a group of
students that have a similar
culture.
Jonathon Thomas is a
member of the Halisi Schol-

color,” Thomas emphasized.
The most important
thing to remember about
racially themed housing is
that it does not exclude other races, nor does it have the
intention of excluding its
community members from

of other races the chance to
learn more about a different
culture.
Racially themed housing is not the only type of
themed housing available
at Cal State LA Themed
housing offers students the

chance to get together with
like-minded peers. Students
congregating together to
support each other has always been beneficial for
their education.
The university’s website
describes themed housing as
the following:
“A themed living community is a group of people
living together in a common housing area who share
common academic goals and
interests. Residents in these
communities participate in
academically and intellectually engaging learning activities designed specifically for
them.”
Cal State LA offers three
other types of themed housing: First Year Residential
Experience, Resident Scholars Housing and Gender
Neutral Inclusive Housing.
These themed communities are not made to separate students from the larger
student body, but rather it
aims to help students feel a
sense of belonging within
the community.
The Halisi Scholars
community at Cal State
LA isn’t the first racially
themed housing that’s been
implemented at a university. Racially themed housing is popping up at several
schools across the U.S.
UC Berkley offers Native
American,
Asian
American
and
Africane
American-themed housingt
communities. Stanford offers Latino, Native American, Asian American and
black culture focused communities.
Cornell College in Iowa
offered housing in the 201516 academic year that confronts “problems and concerns of black students.”
Liz Kacher is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
mary.kacher@und.edu

“What do you want to be when you grow up?”
Allyson Bento

The Dakota Student

This isn’t an extremist
story. It’s not about burning
men at the stake or starting a
rebellion. This is simply the
journey I’m on to being the
best sports journalist I can
be.
I grew up wanting to play
sports and be good at them,
and for a while, I figure skated. As doomed as I was born
with two left feet and bruise
like a peach, I found my seat
on the rafters while watching
my brother and father participate.
It was a pretty solid trade
now that I think about it, I
didn’t have to physically exert
myself or get yelled at for not
playing my best.
I had the best seat in
the house with the baseball
moms or hockey wives, and
that is where I learned to love
the game.
It’s these unbelievable
women who taught me when
to yell at the umpires, when
to taunt the players in the sin
bin and when to hold your
breath with bases loaded at
the bottom of the 9th inning
as the North Kildonan Cobras would go on to win the
Championship game.
It’s those women who
taught me the rules, the
plays, the scoring, the chants,
the game.
My brother played baseball for most of his teenage years, and that’s where
I spent my summers. I was
usually in the car driving to
tournaments and in a lawn
chair with a bag of dill pickle
Spitz yelling at the umpire to
open his eyes.

Nick Nelson/ The Dakota Student
Allyson Bento interviewing John Santiego.

During
the
winter
months, I found my perch
sitting with my mom and the
rest of her friends as my father and the other husbands
played an old timers game of
hockey.
It was the old Billy
Mosienko Arena where I
learned plenty of colorful
words, that fighting is allowed in sports and the reason my parents put me in figure skating instead of hockey.

This is important it’s
where I learned to love
sports, and is why when I say
that for the rest of my life if I
could tell people about sports
then I can say I’ve fulfilled
my dreams.
Fast forward for time‘s
sake, let us just chalk up the
people who told me I could
not be a sports journalist to
the fact that I was a nineyear-old little girl and boys
still thought we had cooties.

that out of the way.
Women who look at me
often have thoughts like ‘she’s
chasing the money’ or ‘she
just wants inside the locker
room’, which are tough statements to hear especially from
other women.
If it wasn’t about me
getting in the locker rooms
or looking for a husband,
the immediate assumption
turned to what my own sexual orientation was.
Apparently, that is easier
for some people to digest that
rather than accept that I am
heterosexual woman who enjoys sports and loves talking
about it.
Men were quick to judge,
but there are two types of
negative reactions that I get
when I tell men that I’m going to be a sports journalist.
Reaction one is the most
popular, the doubt that a
woman could talk about
sports and be into sports
without any ulterior motives.

“ Experiences where people slowly take their shot at
my choices in life and eventually they worked to develop my own personal nightmare in something I only
ever saw as a dream.”

Allyson Bento
The Dakota Student
Now these two sports are
quite the opposite, but the
perfect mix between slow and
steady to fast and crazy was
just what I needed to know
that I wanted something to
do with it.

So now that at 23 years
old, why am I still dealing
with the same mentality from
adults?
Like I said, this isn’t a rebellion against men, because
it’s not just men, so let’s get

There are a million examples of this in my own personal experience, but there
is one that specifically hits
me right in the gut. I was in
my hometown of Winnipeg
shortly after my 18th birth-

day and I was meeting up
with some friends.
Conversation was flowing
when the topic of what we
were all going to do now that
we were done high school.
The
question
came
around to me and I announced “I’m going to school
for sports journalism.” At the
time, two of the guys I considered to be friends looked
at each other and looked
back at me without skipping
a beat they took turns asking me simple questions like
“how many innings are there
in baseball?” or “how many
periods in a hockey game?”.
In that moment, I was
confident in my answers,
but the doubt that they
had about my choices was a
smack in the face. I stood
there and mumbled under
my breath the answers until
one of them said, “maybe you
should try being a teacher.”
In that moment, I had never
felt smaller.
Reaction two is not as
common, but still equally
demeaning. It’s the reaction that is similar to when
women think I’m doing this
just for the men, but the men
creepily enjoy that idea.
I could not give you a set
example of this reaction. It’s
always a passing response in
conversation, comments like
“that’s hot” or “I played in
the juniors, you can interview me later tonight.”
I see the same theme
across the board with this reaction, its unnecessary sexual
connotation just because I’m
a female.
It’s these reactions that
make it difficult for me to
do my job. It breeds fear and

doubt that I never had before. My biggest fear is being
asked a question that I will
not know the answer to.
While I understand and
I’m open to the fact that I
don’t know everything about
sports, I fear that instead of
just shaking it off and saying
that I don’t have a full understanding about every single
detail about every sport, people are going to look at me
and say ‘oh well she’s a girl,
you can’t expect her to know.’
That may sound unrealistic to some, and this is
the first time I have publicly
voiced that fear, but it comes
from a place of experience.
Experiences where people
slowly take their shot at my
choices in life and eventually
they worked to develop my
own personal nightmare in
something I only ever saw as
a dream.
This is not to say I have
only ever worked against the
grain, I have an amazing support system of friends, family
and co-workers. These people do not see me as a female
sports journalism student,
but instead a sports journalism student with the same
potential as everyone else I
may be up against.
I believe I have a real shot
at doing well, and it’s not
just the sports industry that
women get judged and ridiculed for being a part of, so I
hope that this makes it a little
easier for anyone who may be
fighting the same battle.

Allyson Bento is the sports editor
for The Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
allysonmarie.bento@und.edu
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Letter to the editor: hold religion to standards of fact
Steve Greene
I know the Dakota Student is a student newspaper,
and I thought someone at
the University of North Dakota would respond to the
wrong-headed essay “Creationism vs. evolution, an
on campus debate” by Jacob
Notermann (Dakota Student, Sep. 13, 2016), but
I’m not seeing it. So while
I having nothing to do with
UND, here are some of the
errors in that essay that
should be pointed out...
First of all, if any educational institution has any
fundamental responsibilities, surely teaching about,
encouraging, and engaging in critical thinking and
debate is one of them. I’m
sure Noterman would agree
on this point - yet in his essay he argues against it, promoting the obviously false
notion that things like “sincerity” or “religious belief ”
somehow grants a person
special privilege and immunity from critical scrutiny.
Notermann even articulated the following bizarre statement: “My point
is that those who attacked
Tom had no right to. They

disrespected not only freedom of speech and freedom
of religion, but they also
disrespected someone who
is praying for them.”
It always amazes me how
some people invoke freedom of speech in the very
act of criticizing people for
actually using freedom of
speech. Apparently Noter-

gues with him regarding his
beliefs, they are only fueling Tom’s fire and proving
his point.” Which is obviously nonsensical. If some
anti-vaxer came to campus to promote false ideas
about the science and the
medicine promoted among
anti-vaxers, and then some
biology and medical stu-

ing pseudoscience promoters free reign to confuse and
mislead people.)
Second,
Notermann
promotes the idea that the
proponents of ideas which
are known to be, not just
scientifically wrong, but
perversely wrong besides,
should be given free reign
to promote their false be-

actual facts demonstrate
those errors. That is not
only one of the fundamental values of free speech, but
also the purpose of critical thinking, critique, and
debate. Just because a proponent of such beliefs is a
“preacher,” thus employing
the cloak of “religion,” this
doesn’t somehow grant him

“Hello, if a preacher is visiting your campus and speaking
publicly and promoting ideas which you know are bogus,
then you should indeed confront them with the factual errors of their claims”
Steve Greene
mann is so confused about
what freedom of speech
entails that he thinks that
people engaging in critical
examination and employing open critique don’t have
any right to do so. Which
directly contradicts the very
principle of free speech.
There’s also this by Notermann: “If a student ar-

dents spoke up (invoking
their freedom of speech) to
challenge false statements
the anti-vaccination proponent by pointing out the errors in his statements, how
would this be proving the
anti-vaxers point? Such a
statement is simply nonsensical. (Not to mention the
sheer irresponsibility of giv-

liefs without criticism. He
writes, “People should not
argue with preachers.” Hello, if a preacher is visiting
your campus and speaking publicly and promoting ideas which you know
are bogus, then you should
indeed confront them with
the factual errors of their
claims and explain how the

a free pass.
Oh, but wait, that’s
right - Notermann is a religious believer himself, as
he pointed out at the beginning of his essay, so perhaps
we shouldn’t be too surprised at his advocacy of the
notion that bogus religious
beliefs should not be subjected to critical scrutiny.

DAKOTA
STUDENT

The Dakota
Student is
looking for talented writers to
apply for this and
next semester.
Join a team dedicated to bringing
the news to the
UND campus
and beyond.

WWW.DAKOTASTUDENT.COM

Sometimes it takes a man with a gun to stop a murderer
emily gibbens
the dakota student
On Sept. 17, a 20-yearold man started stabbing
people in a Minnesota mall.
Dahir Ahmed Adan walked
into the Crossroads Cen-

and travel to multiple stores
and injure shoppers across
the entire mall.
Luckily, a hero happened to be inside the mall
just at the right time. Jason
Falconer, an off-duty po-

people the attacker would
have hurt, or even killed.
There are plenty of stories out there that have the
same pattern, and not just
with off-duty police officers, with regular people

“ Jason

Falconer, an off-duty police officer,
was exercising his right to carry a firearm,
and was able to protect the mall-goers by
shooting the attacker.”
Emily Gibbens
The Dakota Student
ter Mall in St. Cloud and
injured 10 people for what
seems to be no apparent
reason.
He was wearing a private security uniform, so no
one suspected a thing when
he walked into the mall
around 8 p.m. According to
a witness, he then muttered
something about Allah,
asked a shopper if they were
Muslim, and then started
stabbing other shoppers.
He was able to move around

lice officer, was exercising
his right to carry a firearm,
and was able to protect the
mall-goers by shooting the
attacker.
Falconer is the owner of
Tactical Advantage, a firearms training facility. He
is clearly very experienced
in handling a gun and was
able to quickly analyze the
situation to help others. If
we as Americans didn’t have
the right to carry a firearm,
who knows how many more

who choose to have a concealed carry permit.
In
these instances, if the right
person wasn’t legally carrying a gun, matters would
have gotten a lot worse for
all involved, just like with
the mall incident in St.
Paul.
According to the Western Journal in January
2015, a group of armed
robbers tried to mug a man
at Sonic. 23-year-old Joseph Toombs was sitting in

Photo courtesy of washingtonpost.com
Jason Falconer, the man who stopped the rampage

his car trying to order his
food when two or three men
with weapons surrounded
his door. He was able to
draw his firearm, and shoot
before the attackers mugged
him. He shot one of the
men, who later died in the
hospital, and the other two

fled the scene.
In March of 2016, an
armed man walked into a
gas station late at night in
Dundee, Michigan. He was
going to attempt to rob
the convenience store, but
the 60-year-old cashier was
quick to react. The cashier

pulled out his firearm that
he was legally carrying, and
told the robber to leave the
store. The man told the cashier he was “just joking”
and left the gas station immediately according to The
Monroe News.
We hear a lot of bad stories in the news about what
guns do, but rarely do we
ever hear about the good
that comes from carrying
a weapon. Taking away the
right to bear arms would
only be disarming the good
citizens. Criminals don’t
follow the law. They will
find a weapon and commit
the crime no matter what
the law says they can or cannot do.
For more information
on concealed carry permits
or to look at more true
stories of guns saving the
lives of innocent citizens
visit the United States Concealed Carry Association
(USCCA) website, www.usconcealedcarry.com.

Emily Gibbens is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
emily.r.gibbens@und.edu.

Cameron’s corner, Grouplove: “Big Mess” disappoints
cameron campbell

contributing writer

When Grouplove broke
into the scene in 2009 with
their first album, “Never
Trust a Happy Song”, they
boasted a unique sound and
there wasn’t another band
like them.
The band was founded
by five artists, four of them
were musicians and one of
them was an artist, making a living off paintings
and drawings. When the
band first started, Hannah
Hooper, the female singer
and painter, had never sung
before.
But with her boyfriend,
Christian Zucconi, singing lead right beside her on
stage and the rest of her band
backing her up, she powered
through and proved she had
one of the most unique female voices in the indie
scene.
In 2013, Grouplove released their second album,
“Spreading Rumors”. This
album remarkably helped
them gain popularity with
their hit single “Ways to

Go”.
However, after this solid, imaginative album was
toured, founding member
and bass player, Sean Gadd,
felt like it was time to put it
all behind him and move on
to new things.
This is where I believe
the fall of the Grouplove I
knew and loved began.
This month, Grouplove
released their third fulllength album “Big Mess”.
After much anticipation after their first two albums,
I was incredibly excited to
hear the new songs by this
energetic band.
Unfortunately, it did not
even come close to my expectations.
When I listened to the
tracks, I found the album
to be boring, consisting of
mostly background songs.
One song stood out with
a catchy chorus, one was a
classic Grouplove song and
another one sounded eerily
close to a Nirvana song.
The first song off of the
album is, “Welcome to Your
Life”. This song was released

as a single on July 14th this
year. Positive reviews came
flying in almost immediately following the release and
making the hype for, “Big
Mess”, even bigger.
“Welcome to Your Life’s”
chorus has uplifting words
and a catchy melody that a
traditional Grouplove song
should have. The chorus got
stuck in my head after hearing it just once.
But the issue is that’s
all the song has — a catchy
chorus. The versus, which
should vary in words or at
least have a different phrase
at some point seemed to be
stuck on the same line, like
a record that skips.
My favorite song off
“Big Mess” came directly after, “Welcome to Your Life”.
The song is called “Do You
Love Someone”. This is by
far their best feat on this album. The first beat lifts you
up and makes you feel happy
and calm. Plus, the words
aren’t corny like some of the
other songs. If I had to pick
a hidden gem on this album,
“Do You Love Someone” is

it.
When I first listened to
Big Mess, my favorite song
was “Traumatized” It had
this 90’s punk feeling. After
some listening I realized it

sounded an awful lot like the
Nirvana song, Aneurysm,
which the band released in
1992 on their album Incestacide. When listening to

them side by side you can
hear the similarities. The
only differences are in the
beginning of the riff where
Grouplove deviates away by
playing one different note.
Overall, I hope that after
I listen and hear “Big Mess”
a few more times, I will get
into the tracks more. While
this album may seem like a
big mess at first, I have not
yet given up hope for one of
my favorite indie bands.

Editorial Policy

Photo courtesy of celebmix.com

The Dakota Student is dedicated to the free exchange of
ideas. Opinion columns and
letters to the editor will not
be edited for content reasons,
except in cases of criminal or
civil liability. The Dakota Student reserves the right to edit
or reject columns or letters
for various reasons. The ideas
expressed in columns and
letters reflect the views of the
writer and do not necessarily
represent the opinion of the
staff of the Dakota Student.
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Augmented Reality Sandbox puts geography on the map
Amanda Hefner
The Dakota Student

Geography is more than
just place names and capitals —
it is the diverse study of the relationships between people and
their environments.
Yet, for some students,
understanding the features on
a map can be a challenge, and
topographical maps can look
like nothing more than a piece
of paper with squiggly lines.
But recently, one UND
professor sought out to challenge that perception and has
now successfully put geography
back on the map by utilizing
augmented reality technology.
Dr. Bradley Rundquist and
two graduate students, Morgen
Burke and Earl Klug, constructed an interactive, geographic
educational tool over the summer called the Augmented Reality Sandbox (ARS).
The ARS is a real-time, interactive landscape visualization
tool used to help both UND
and local K-12 students gain a
visual understanding of complex Earth processes.
This project was funded
through North Dakota View
Program, which is dedicated to
promoting remote sensing and
geospatial technologies within
North Dakota.
The ARS combines a physical box of sand, a Microsoft
Xbox Kinect camera, a digital
data projector, simulation and
visualization software and a
computer.
This technology allows a
virtual map to be displayed on
the sand, which can be manipulated by students to cre-

Photo courtesy of UND’s Geography website

Graduate students Morgen Burke and Earl Klug working on the Augmented Reality Sandbox.

ate mountains, volcanoes, river
channels or glacial deposits. Students can also hold their hands
over the map to create virtual
rain.
When students interact with
the ARS sand, the augmented
reality changes to match the topography of the sand.
“Augmented reality is a big
thing right now and people are
gaining interest in it,” Rundquist
said. “The sand is really here, but
we can augment the reality to
interact with the topography in
real time.”
ARS users are able to transform the landscape by moving
the sand around as the system
quickly responds to any interactions by drawing contour lines
and colorizing elevation.
By moving the sand around
the sandbox, students can create
and learn about erosion and water patterns, as well as recognize
landforms.
This technology is highly
valuable for students learning
about physical geography.
“Students are used to looking at a two dimensional map,
which can be hard to understand and comprehend. The
sandbox helps students visualize
and transform the terrain on the
map in 3-D.” said Rundquist.
The ARS is currently being
used in Geography 121 classes,
lab and will be used for STEM
education and outreach programs in the future.
With this artistic new invention, the UND Geography department challenges all students
to stimulate their imaginations,
learn about landscapes and become engaged with geography.
“In the past, we would go

out and talk to young kids and
high schoolers about potential
careers in geography, but a lot
of times it was just talk and
students didn’t initially get excited,” Rundquist said. “We
hope that with the ARS, students will now become more
engaged with earth sciences and
want to learn more about landscapes after interacting with the
technology.”
So far, the ARS has garnered lots of positive attention
around the campus.
UND junior Mark Nielson first learned about the ARS
through a Facebook live stream.
“Just seeing the demonstration video on Facebook made
me really want to try it out for
myself,” Nielson said. “It looks
like fun. I may end up taking
a geography class now, who
knows. I think UND needs
more interactive learning techniques like this.”
Now, students will be able
to quite literally move mountains, as the ARS aims to continuously provide a unique,
hands learning experience for
many students in the future.
If students or anyone else is
interested in getting more information about the sandbox, they
can visit the UND Geography
website at http://arts-sciences.
und.edu/geography/nd-view/
arsandbox.cfm or contact
Bradley Rundquist at bradley.
rundquist@und.edu.

Amanda Hefner is a staff writer
for The Dakota Student. She
can be reached at
amanda.hefner@und.edu

Major of the week, unmanned aircraft systems
jacob Notermann
The Dakota Student
Students at the University of North Dakota have
the unique opportunity to
study in the birthplace of an
innovative program.
To put it simply, having an Unmanned Aircraft
Systems, or UAS, major
is equivalent to a major in
drones.
“You learn how to fly
[drones], how to operate the
systems, how to understand
the laws and rights as they
come out, because it’s such
a changing field that you really need to be on top of the
ranks,” said UND senior
Henry Asvedo.
The university is moving forward to keep this
program at the top, too.
Within the last month, it
became legal to fly a smaller
UAS to higher heights with
only a private pilot’s license
and an online course.
This semester, UND
began offering Aviation
238: UAS Certificate. This
course gets students the
license they need, accompanied with a flight course
and twelve lessons on how
to fly an UAS and how to
act as a censor operator.
Other courses needed
to graduate include various
ethics and law classes, flight
simulators, as well as flight
labs.
Asevedo, who was a
commercial pilot major until switching, finds many
similarities between his old
major and the new major.
“The major is really
close. Until recently, they
had it more or less parallel
except for five extra classes,”
Asevedo said.
Hence, the connection
with flight labs.
Something to consider
when discussing a major

Henry Asevedo representing his major in the new building Robin Hall.

is the work load a student
picks up on a regular basis.
“Flight side, it gets a
little busy,” Asevedo said.
“Especially with the fly-

students, mostly due to the
amount of time it takes to
complete all of the requirements in one semester. From
there, 221 to 325 are con-

because it’s entirely based on
the weather. If the weather
ain’t good, you ain’t flying,”
Asevedo said.
It takes time to get to

“The hardest part is getting the flight-side done,
because it’s entirely based on the weather.
If the weather ain’t good, you ain’t flying.”

Henry Asevedo

UND senior and UAS major
ing… they’re entire schedule
revolves around that.”
He also said that 102 is
the most difficult course for

sidered easier to complete in
one season.
“The hardest part is getting the flight-side done,

reach the “U” in “UAS”. A
student is unable to reach
unmanned operations until
they reach course 438 for a

Photo by Daniel Yun/The Dakota Student

simulator. It won’t be until
roughly senior year until an
UAS student can actually
operate one of the university’s aircraft systems.
On the upside, the commercial rating would already
be acquired at that point.
With the skills a student
develops and the different
licenses it takes to graduate,
a student could use an UAS
degree to fly as a commercial
pilot, conduct drone operations for information collection, or go into entrepreneurship and develop their
own UAS operations.
According to the UND
website, our university’s Unmanned Aircraft Systems
(UAS) program was the first

to be founded in the nation.
This field is constantly
changing and advancing.
With that, technology in the
field advances almost exponentially.
Students with a UAS
degree are the ones who get
to not only try out the new
toys, but they also huddle in
the newest building on campus: the aerospace building
of Robin Hall.

Jacob Notermann is a staff
writer for The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
jacob.notermann@und.edu
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Sickies
Garage
is
sick...in
a
good
way
S

p

jacob Notermann
The Dakota Student
“We can never go to
Sickie’s. It sounds gross.”
These are the exact
words my girlfriend said to
me as we drove past Sickie’s
Garage on Columbia. Call
it a lesson to never judge
a book by its cover, but it
was most definitely a lesson
worth learning.
Sickie’s, broadly, is a
sports bar that describes
itself as a place for “Burgers and Brews.” Well, I am
not 21 years of age, so I
can only comment on half
of the claim. In all honesty,
no one needs the drinks to
enjoy this place.
The focus on a restaurant should be the food,
where its burgers are some
of the best in town. From
burgers with glazed donuts
for buns, to burgers with
macaroni and cheese as a
topping, creativity fills the
kitchen with flavors for all
of your weird friends to enjoy.
Their more popular
burger is creatively called
the “Sickies Burger,” which
is towered with bacon,
cheese, pulled pork, a fried
egg, two onion rings and
BBQ sauce.

Photo by Alley Stroh/The Dakota Student

Sickies Garage’s logo and the excellent food inside.

From there, there’s the
Twin Cam (two grilled
cheese sandwiches as the
buns), the Nodak (fried jalepeños, BBQ sauce and
Gouda cheese) and the Chili
Cheese Fries Burger (selfexplanatory, just warn your
colon).
Before the burgers reach
the table, the first page of
the menu might entice you
to try an appetizer or four.
Sickie’s Traditional Wings
get their own special sticker
on the menu, so you know
they’re good. They have the
classic BBQ, Buffalo, Sweet

Chili and whatnot, but don’t
try to overlook the dry rub
options of Ranch, Cajun or
Spicy Buffalo.
The cheese curds are
state fair worthy, just be sure
to eat them early. You deserve them more than your
friends do, and it turns into
trying to eat breaded pencil
erasers after half an hour.
As long as you’re not
lactose intolerant, the malts
are a must. These people
actually understand what
a malt is. It’s not ice cream
and oreos in a blender, it’s a
masterpiece in a cup. Even

though your stomach is aching and you already have an
issue with a lot of dairy, give
it a try. They truly are addictive. Just writing about them
makes me reach for my keys
to drive back and get one.
The atmosphere is fitting
for those who enjoy sports,
but also for those who don’t
like people talking while
watching sports. It’s a smaller, more open arrangement
where giant flat screens line
the walls, giving every seat a
good view of whatever is on.
For those who enjoy
hearing the play-by-play,

the audio makes Joe Buck as
clear as the guy sitting next
to you.
Prices almost surely play
a role in deciding where to
take your friends. After all,
all you wanted to do was
hide from your sociology
paper, not to take out another student loan to cover
dinner. Luckily, most of the
meals top off around $10
(even that glazed-donut bun
thing).
The place does have the
word “garage” in the name,
so naturally there’s an assortment of old and new car

themed accessories and pictures on the wall.
I’m not talking “oldschool license plates” old,
I’m talking “young Michael
Waltrip pictures” old. When
there is a NASCAR race on,
and that’s not really your
thing, go on a Thursday or
Saturday night where you
can talk football with the
other people chewing on
those amazing French fries.
***** 5/5
Jacob Notermann is a staff
writer for The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
jacob.notermann@und.edu

UND students travel for their futures
It isn’t often that a student travels more than 4,000
miles to complete an internship, but that’s exactly what
University of North Dakota
students Bailey Kitko and
Bridget Hill have done.
But before they left, Kitko and Hill had to make sure
they were ready. On a warm
summer day, they made
their way to the Kenneth
Dawes Conference Room
in Gillette Hall at UND to
meet with several professors
and advisors for an official
orientation to their study
abroad block field Internship in Malmö, Sweden.
“The orientation was
helpful, but honestly, I was
prepared for whatever obstacles came my way,” Kitko
said. “Excitement of a new
place to call ‘home’ — at
least for a while — can do
wonders for one’s perspective and optimism.”
Joining the orientation team remotely from
Norway, Melissa Gjellstad,
UND associate professor of
Norwegian, helped answer
many of Kitko and Hill’s
questions about living and
working in Sweden.
The orientation covered
everything from safety and
comportment to money
and sightseeing to practical
preparations to combating
fatigue and homesickness.
Emily Dougherty, the
UND Education Abroad
program manager, presented

the students with tips and
resources to help make their
stay in Malmö successful and
safe.
Additional advice was offered from faculty members
Bret Weber and Jayasundara,
whose travels to Malmö and
previous field experiences
provided direction and helpful hints for managing the
adventure ahead.
Now that the women
are in Sweden, they are immersing themselves into the
culture and enjoying their
time, while staying busy at
the same time.
“Excitement and curiosity have been two of my most
felt feelings since I’ve arrived,” Kitko says. “Whether
in my agency or just wandering the streets and immersing myself into the Swedish
culture. A person can’t truly
prepare for what to expect
when relocating somewhere
new,
especially
abroad.
Therefore, it’s important to
keep an open mind about
everything and to really embrace the motto of ‘go with
the flow.’”
“Sweden has a very holistic approach when it comes
to helping people,” Hill
said. “The United States is
hierarchical and Sweden is
horizontal, meaning organizations and agencies are
flat.
Everyone’s input is
welcomed and collaboration
is deemed more important
than only one person’s input.
“I learned about ‘flat organizations’ in classes, but
living in one is extraordi-
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nary. People come first, then
paperwork.
Relationships
with clients are significant
and more important above
all else. It is wholesome and
holistic. I will bring a lot of
these techniques back with
me.”
This innovative program was made possible
through a bilateral agreement and memorandum of
understanding with Malmö
University in Sweden, put
in place in January after a
year of hard work and coordination by the UND Social Work faculty team. The
Social Work Department is
part of the UND College
of Nursing and Professional
Disciplines.
The agreement encompasses four options; a study
abroad Internship, a twoweek study abroad policy
course in February or next
year, a traditional 20-week
semester exchange in the
fall 2017 and the hosting of
Swedish students for campus-based classes or volunteering at local communitybased agencies.
Additionally, the faculty
is exploring joint grant opportunities.
Jonas Christensen, international coordinator for
Malmö University’s Social

Work Department, who visited UND last March, plans
to return to teach and conduct comparative research
in partnership with UND
faculty during the upcoming
spring semester.
During their internship,
Kitko and Hill will be working with migrant and refugee
populations in Malmö.
Kitko, an undergraduate
social work student, will be
working with migrant adolescent youth who entered
Sweden unattended.
Hill, who is pursuing
her master’s degree, will be
working with migrant people who are homeless and
whose plans to find employment in Sweden have not yet
materialized.
“I would like to thank
the social work department,
especially Dheeshana (Jayasundara, Kitko and Hill’s field
liaison from UND), whom
I will have regular contact
with while in Malmö,” Kitko
said. “I would also really like
to thank Jonas Christensen
and Johanna Ivarsson from
Malmö University. They
have been very welcoming
and accommodating. Without the assistance from them,
this would not be possible.”
UND Social Work Department Chair Carenlee

Barkdull expressed appreciation for Malmö University faculty who have gone
“above and beyond” to support Kitko and Hill in securing internships this fall, and
for providing orientation
and supports to them while
they are in Sweden.
“ In t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n
is one of our department’s
strategic initiatives,” Barkdull said. “We are so proud
of this partnership, which
adds another unique tool for
preparing social workers for
practice in an increasingly
global, diverse world.”

Matt Eidson is the news editor
for The Dakota Student. He
can be reached at
stewart.eidson@und.edu
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Head coach Mark Pryor looks ahead to conference battles

Improving the defense could push UND to see victory in Big Sky Conference

Head coach Mark Pryor in action during at the Betty Engelstad Sioux Centre last season.

Hunter Plante
The Dakota Student
The University of North
Dakota Fighting Hawks
volleyball team has changed
its identity from last season.
Head Coach Mark Pryor
has stressed both offense
and defense since his players
came back to campus nearly
two months ago.
“Last season, we were
more of a defensive team,
and this year we tried to
change our identity and
maybe have more of an
offensive minded team,”
coach Pryor said. “We’ve
had a little higher hitting

The Hawks have four
players who have triple-digit
digs. The group includes
Tamera Merseli, Teo Tepeva,
Sydney Griffin and Alivia
Fraase. Merseli leads the
group with 165 digs in fifteen games.
“We throw a bunch of
stuff against the wall and
hope it sticks. Right now, we
kind of have a couple different options we can go to
try to figure the defense side
out.” Pryor said. “Every kid
we have put in has been able
to step in and make plays at
different spots.
UND has had a difficult
schedule, playing four Power
5 conference teams, which

on the floor and compete
with a top-5 ranked team.”
As a team, UND has had
755 digs in fifteen matches.
The Hawks took a blow
to their defense this year,
as two of their best players
graduated, Lauren Clarke
and McKenzie Hart. The
two collectively accounted
for over 1,000 digs in their
senior season and left behind some big shoes to fill.
Though there may be a
gap left by the two seniors,
the squad is doing the best
they can to claim that 1,000
dig mark and quickly. As the
stats show, with four players in triple digits for digs,
UND has made up for the

“There’s always room for improvement. At times,
there were games where we were able to control
some really good hitters, and other times, it wasn’t
as good.”

Mark Pryor
Head coach
percentage than last season,
and haven’t had as many
long rallies as last season.”
Part of that good offense
UND has had this season
also helped it’s defense a
great deal. Coach Pryor said
having big bodies up front
certainly helps the back-row
for the Hawks.
“If you have a big,
physical block, then there’s
less court that you have to
cover,” Pryor said. “When
our blocking gets right that
definitely helps our defense
out tremendously.”
While UND has undergone some revamping there
is still evidence that there is
progress to be made.
Although the Hawks
still see struggle defensively,
they do have a rotation of
five players in their back
row who have held UND
from falling to every opponent.

include the Big Ten, SEC,
Pac-12, ACC, and Big 12.
The four teams UND has
played Ole Miss, Clemson,
Texas Tech, and Minnesota.
Going 1-3 in those games,
coach Pryor says there is
room for improvement in all
areas.
“There’s always room
for improvement. At times,
there were games where we
were able to control some really good hitters, and other
times, it wasn’t as good,”
Pryor said. “We’re starting
to see progress, and we will
be a work in progress really
throughout the year kind of
gearing up for the conference tournament.”
Pryor
said
playing
against the big schools has
also helped the confidence
of the entire Fighting Hawks
squad.
“It certainly gives us
confidence when we can stay

production of those two
players by committee.
Creeping into the halfway mark on the season,
the Hawks have crawled just
above the .500 record mark
as they begin to face Big Sky
Conference opponents. It’s
just a matter of time until we
can see if Pryor’s new squad
can keep on pace and exceed
last seasons results into the
Big Sky Conference Tournament in November.
UND will head on a
three-game road trip beginning in Greeley, Colo.
against Northern Colorado,
Saturday Sept 24 at 1 p.m.

Hunter Plante is a staff writer
for The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
hunter.plante@und.edu
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Fighting Hawks look to spoil Bobcat’s Homecoming

UND heads back on the road after claiming their first victory of the season at the Alerus
Adam Gunderman
The Dakota Student

The Fighting Hawks take
on Montana State University
Bobcats this Saturday for their
first conference matchup of the
season.
After a thrilling Potato Bowl
and home opener that saw the
Hawks score 17 points in the
fourth quarter to take the game
into overtime, they now shift
their focus to Montana State
as they start conference play. It
is homecoming for MSU this
weekend.
A year ago, the Hawks were
able to pull off a home win
against the Bobcats as they won
44-38 behind John Santiago’s
career-high 230 yards rushing
and tree touchdowns. Brady
Oliveira also had a huge day
on the ground, rushing for 167
yards.
This year, the Montana Sate
defense has shown improvement
with new head coach Jeff Choate.
They have averaged giving up
only 14.3 points per game.
They come into Saturday with
a 2-1 record. Their last game
was a 55-0 route of Western
Oregon. Choate said he sees
their matchup with the Hawks as
a tough test in an interview with
the Grand Forks Herald.
“The true test is this week,”
Choate said. “This is a team that
probably should have been in the

File Photo/The Dakota Student
Sophomore Running back, Brady Oliveira in actions against Bobcats last season.

playoffs a year ago.”
The Bobcats’ offense is lead
by junior quarterback, Tyler
Bruggman, who has bounced
around programs in recent years.
He has spent time at Washington
State, Louisville and Scottsdale
College before joining MSU this
season. He is 50 for 92 passing

with six touchdowns so far.
This will not only be a test
for the Bobcats, but also for the
Hawks. UND has gotten off to
slow starts the first two weeks but
look to have shaken that against
USD, only to slow down in the
second quarter. Head coach
Bubba Schweigert wants his

team to pick itself up after one
side of the ball makes an error.
“One side makes a mistake
or there’s a special teams mistake,
we have to bail each other out,”
Schweigert said. “You do that
by execution, great focus and
playing really hard.”
After the big win last

weekend, there is a sense of
confidence among the UND
players. they know they can win
the close games.
“It helps the confidence a
great deal, especially doing it the
way we did,” Schweigert said.
“It’s a good lesson in not only
football, but life. Don’t quit.

Keep plugging away and some
good things will happen.”
Conference games hold more
significance than games against
non-conference
opponents.
These games determine who
wins the conference. If you
win the conference, you get a
automatic bid into the FCS
playoffs.
A year ago, UND was
snubbed of a playoff selection,
even though they had a win
against an FBS program as well
as more wins than the last team
that got in. This year, they want
to win the division, and leave no
doubt as to if they will get into
the playoffs.
“Every game is important in
the conference,” Oliveira said.
“Every game is going to be hard,
so we’re going to come ready.”
The Fighting Hawks offense
will have to stay on their toes this
week as the MSU defense has
forced 12 turnovers in their three
games this year. Ball security will
be a major key in UND’s game
plan for the Bobcats.
In the all time series, MSU
leads 18-14-1 against UND.
The Hawks have a 6-11 record
in Bozeman.
The game starts at 3 p.m.
central time at Bobcat Stadium
in Bozeman, Montana Saturday,
Sept 24.
Adam Gunderman is a staff
writer for The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
adam.gunderman@und.edu

Fighting Hawks return home to begin conference play

Big Sky Conference matches begin for the Hawks as they face Southern Utah at the Betty

Tamera Merseli going for a dig in a match against opponents this season.
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Being on the road so long,
UND finally makes a return
to the Betty Engelstad Sioux
Centre. The Fighting Hawks
have been on the road since
September 7, and in this two
week stretch. Smoothing out
the kinks after starting the
season with a 2-4 record UND
has found their groove, which
is a good sign going into Big
Sky conference play.
Head Coach Mark Pryor
saw his team get a signature
win with a 3-1 victory over
Clemson, and he also saw his
team fight hard against the
Minnesota Golden Gophers,
the third best team in the
nation.
The Fighting Hawks went
6-3 (8-7 overall) in this ninegame stretch away from the
Betty. It’s now time to get to
what really matters, conference
play.

Schedule

The play at the Betty
won’t last long as the Hawks
will play the Southern Utah
Thunderbirds this Thursday
night at 7 p.m., and then go on
the road at Northern Colorado
on Saturday afternoon at 1
p.m..
Southern Utah comes
to Grand Forks struggling
to find their groove. The
T-Birds are on a six game
losing streak including losses
to Georgetown, Gonzaga, and
Denver.
UND has not been the
only team that has spent a
majority of their season on the
road. Southern Utah has yet to
play a game at home.
Southern Utah is 0-5 on
the road, and 2-5 in a neutral
setting.
Southern Utah, as a
team, has struggled in a lot
of categories this season.
Through 12 games, the
Thunderbirds have a hitting
percentage of .162, while
their opponents have been
exponentially better, hitting
at a .220 clip. One thing
that has stood out about the
Thunderbirds is their serving.
SUU has a serving percentage
of .768, while their opponents
have been serving at a clip that
isn’t as good, .668.
Individually,
the
T-Birds have some weapons
they can go to. Chennin
Benson leads the team in kills
with 126, while Macky Fafita
is second on the team with 95
kills. Benson will look to get
the ball a lot this Thursday
night as well, as she leads the
team in the attack category
as well, with a whopping 391
attacks.
It should be fun this
Thursday night in the Betty as
both teams will look to get the
Big Sky conference off on the
right foot.
After
Thursday,
UND will jump on a plane,

and head out to Greely, Colo.
for a match with the Northern
Colorado Bears. These two
teams have met many times in
not only the Big Sky, but also
the dissolved North Central
Conference.
UNC will have
a game against Northern
Arizona before their battle
with the Fighting Hawks, but
as of now, they sit at a record
of 6-6, with notable wins
against Georgetown, Denver,
and a 3-2 win over NDSU.
Much like UND’s
opponent
on
Thursday,
Southern Utah, Northern
Colorado has struggled in the
hitting percentage department.
Sitting at an average .192,
while their opponents hit
.217 on average. UND will
look to attack both teams this
weekend in that statistic.
UND will have
to stop the two-headed
monster of Kayla Uyemara,
and Alex Kloehn, who come
in with 149, and 108 kills,
respectively. Uyemara is also a
threat from the service line, as
she has eight service aces in 12
games.

Hunter Plante is a staff writer
for The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
hunter.plante@und.edu

DAKOTASTUDENT
The Dakota
Student is
seeking
talented writers.
Stop by our
office in the
basement of
the Memorial
Union to
schedule an
interview
DAKOTASTUDENT.COM

W VOLLEYBALL

M FOOTBALL

W SOFTBALL

W SOCCER

W SOFTBALL

UND @ NORTHERN
COLORADO

UND @ MONTANA
STATE

UND VS. MAYVILLE
STATE

UND @ WEBER STATE

UND VS. MINOT STATE

1 p.m. 9/24 GREELEY,
COLO.

3 p.m. 9/24
BOZEMAN, MONT.

11 a.m. 9/25 UND

1 p.m. 9/25
OGDEN, UTAH

3:30 p.m. UND

